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ToucH ME

Summer is late, my heart.
Words plucked out of the air
some forty years ago
when | was wild with love
and torn almost in two
scatter like leaves this night
of whistling wind and rain.
It is my heart that's late,
it is my song that's flown.
Outdoors all afternoon
under a gunmetal sky
staking my garden down,
[ kneeled to the crickets trilling
underfoot as if about
to burst from their crusty shells;
and like a child again
marveled to hear so clear
and brave a music pour
from such a small machine.
What makes the engine go?
Desire, desire, desire.
The longing for the dance
stirs in the buried life.
One season only,

and it's done.
So let the battered old willow
thrash against the windowpanes
and the house timbers creak.
Darling, do you remember
the man you married? Touch me,
remind me who [ am.

—Stanley Kunitz

© 1995 by Stanley Kunitz

from Passing Through:The Later Poems, New and Selected
W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.



“Desire, desire, desire . . . ” the word itself calls forth its
meaning, a complex mix of sound and sense enriched with
wishes and longings, cravings and wants. As a verb “desire”
expresses those deep-seated emotions as in “| desire you.” As
a noun it embodies them, the urge and appetite, the thirst and
need. There’s also a higher order to origins of the word “desire”;
from the Latin desiderare (from the stars), it suggests awaiting
what the stars will bring.

Desire is a strong feeling, worthy or unworthy, that compels
us to attain or possess something real or imagined. One can
desire power, fame and fortune, pleasure, companionship as well
as pain, suffering, and the manifestations of unconscious wishes
and fantasies. Google “passion and desire” and over 25,000,000
hits come up. Google “love and desire,” and you're in the millions.
Googling “sex and desire” may crash your computer. For sure
love, sex, and passion are integral aspects of desire in the way
that streams of a river feed into the ocean. Our streams of con-
sciousness and other aspects of human nature also have their
ebb and flow. What desire springs from, it returns to as we do our
origins of water and dust.

In this international symposium—our lucky thirteenth—we
turn our analytic lens on the subject of desire and try to elucidate
aspects of it. Freud considered such questions as “What does a
woman want?” “Are we polymorphously perverse?” and “What's
love got to do with it?” (with homage to Tina Turner). So we take
up these timeless issues in today’s world—on and off the couch.
As we look into the psyches of our patients and ourselves, so we
are seen in media and popular culture. So we’'ll consider that too.
We desire to know.

Perhaps the subject is better left for poets. It's hard to cap-
ture a sense of desire better than Stanley Kunitz in his poem:

What makes the engine go?
Desire, desire, desire.
The longing for the dance
stirs in the buried life.
One season only,

and it's done.

But still, let’s try. For we also desire to do our best.
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= SATURDAY, MARCH 6th, 2010 =

9:00 to 9:45
Opening Remarks: Hillel Swiller
Introduction: Ken Winarick

9:45 to 1 1:00
Panel 1: What Does a (Wo)man Want?
Moderator: Lawrence Josephs
Panelists: Rosemary Balsam, Giselle Galdi, Jonathan House

Coffee Break: |1 [:00to [ [:15
[1:15to 12:30
Panel 2: Desire On and Off the Couch
Moderator: Irwin Hirsch
Panelists: Peter Fonagy, Ahron Friedberg, Richard Gottlieb

LUNCH: 12:30 to 2:00
2:00 to 3:00
Panel 3: What’s Love Got to Do with It?
Moderator: Carolyn Ellman
Panelists: Martin Bergmann, Helen Fisher, Joseph Lichtenberg

Coffee Break: 3:00 to 3:15
3:15 to 4:00

Discussion

= SUNDAY, MARCH T7th, 2010 =
9:00t0 9:15

Introduction: Jennifer Harper
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Panel 4: Are We Polymorphously Perverse?
Moderator: Mark Blechner
Panelists: Ken Corbett, Richard Friedman, Arlene Kramer Richards
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Panelists: Roni Baht, Nir Bergman, Yael Hedaya
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[:00 to 2:15
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Group Therapy in Clinical Practice (1993) and author of the chapter
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Advanced Candidate, The Child and Adolescent Psychoanalytic Program of
the New York Freudian Society. Recipient of the APA Edith Sabshin
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Announcemenfs
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Transcripts and recordings of the presentations
will be available online after the conference at:

www.internationalpsychoanalysis.net

i A psychoanalytic slant on the world...

And also visit www. IPBooks.net
(:('!I/
\

1
“"4:4,/ IPBOOKS net

International Psychoanalytic Books

Books by Symposium 2009 presenters as well as books from
our past Symposia will be available from Mental Health
Resources on-site in the lobby of Stern Auditorim.

Past Symposia books include:

The Seduction Theory in Its Second Century: Trauma,
Fantasy, and Reality Today (ed. Michael |. Good)

The Dream After a Century: Symposium 2000 on Dreams
(ed. Melvin R. Lansky)

ﬂ For more information contact psypsa@aol.com ﬂ
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