
Dear All, 
 
It's with a heavy heart that I write to inform you of the passing of our NYU Post-Doc 
colleague Lewis Aron, Ph.D., ABPP, FABP. Lew died yesterday morning after a long 
struggle with cancer at age 66. Those of us who admired him and his work will grieve the 
loss of his luminous intellect, his love of psychoanalysis, and his enthusiastic and generous 
teaching and mentoring. Though I knew Lew mostly through his writing and through his 
colleagues, it's clear that he was a gem and a true mensch. 
 
Lew was a giant figure in relational psychoanalysis. He was a long-serving Director of NYU 
Postdoctoral Program in Psychotherapy and Psychoanalysis, the founding director of the 
International Association for Relational Psychoanalysis and Psychotherapy (IARPP), and a 
past president of the American Psychological Association's Division of Psychoanalysis 
(Division 39). Together with Adrienne Harris, a frequent guest lecturer at our Center, he 
edited the Relational Perspectives Book Series and was a co-founder and co-chair of the 
Sandor Ferenczi Center at the New School. With his dear friend and close colleague, 
Stephen Mitchell, he was one of the founders of Psychoanalytic Dialogues: The International 
Journal of Relational Perspectives. His edited volume with Mitchell, Relational 
Psychoanalysis: The Emergence of a Tradition (1999) and his book A Meeting of the Minds: 
Mutuality in Psychoanalysis (1996), are essential readings in the relational canon. Lew was 
recently a named a Fellow of the College of the International Journal of Psychoanalysis 
(2016-2020) and a Professor in the School of Psychology Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) in 
Herzliya, Israel. 
 
Lew's intellectual curiosity knew no bounds. Though he was an admitted relational partisan, 
he was also deeply Freudian. His writing explored a wide diversity of interests, including the 
patient's experience of the analyst's subjectivity, the legacy of Sandor Ferenczi, mutual 
regulation and mutual recognition, gender, ethics in psychoanalysis and psychoanalytic 
writing, controversies in psychoanalytic education and institutions, religion and spirituality, 
the development of psychoanalysis in America, the historically defined distinction between 
psychotherapy and psychoanalysis, and critiques of relational theory. His most recent work, 
Dramatic Dialogue: Contemporary Clinical Practice (2017), was co-written with his partner 
Galit Atlas, and explored the prospective function and therapeutic action of enactment. 
 
A highly sought after and internationally-renowned teacher, clinician, organizational 
consultant, and speaker, Lew was also well known for his lively and thought-provoking 
reading groups on psychoanalytic theory in New York and internationally. 
 
Lew is survived by his partner Galit Atlas, his 3 children with his former wife, Jane Ades, 
and Galit's 3 children. 
 
We at Columbia extend our deepest condolences to all of those who will miss Lew: his 
family, friends, and colleagues, and those who bring Lew's work alive at Columbia, 
including his students Alison Brown and Michele Rosenberg, and Lew's close colleagues 
and friends Tony Bass and Adrienne Harris. 



 
Lew's funeral service will take place on Sunday, March 3rd at 11:30am, at Riverside 
Memorial Chapel, on the corner of 76 St. and Amsterdam Ave. The family will receive 
guests at the chapel starting at 11am. The burial will follow at Mount Zion Cemetery, which 
is in Maspeth, Queens. A memorial service is planned for a later date. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susan 
 
------------------------------ 
Susan C. Vaughan, MD 
Director, Columbia University Center for Psychoanalytic Training and Research, Associate 
Professor of Psychiatry at CUIMC, Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia 
University 

 

 

 

 


